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Important numbers
City Hall

New Budget Focuses on Wastewater
It’s difficult to believe that another new
year is nearly upon us. During the
previous few months, the city staff has
been working on a new $40 million
budget for 2019, which will include
nearly $6 million in capital improvements.
The biggest focus for next year’s capital
projects is stormwater related. More
than one-half million dollars will be
spent on dredging the overflow basin at
the Wastewater Treatment Plant. This
pond collects excess rainwater before
going through the treatment plant.
Meanwhile, approximately $1.6 million
is being used to overhaul the lift station
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located off of Route O. More than half
of the city’s wastewater, including all
from the northern portion, passes
through the lift station before entering
the treatment plant.
Other important projects scheduled for
2019 include $300,000 for inflow and
infiltration remediation. This will
include replacing old and damaged
stormwater pipes and rerouting
stormwater lines that are currently
connected to wastewater sewer pipes.
A digital copy of the 2019 budget is
available at fultonmo.org. Anyone with
questions can call City Hall at 592-3111.
The overflow pond
at the Wastewater
Treatment Plant
will have two feet
of sludge removed
from its bed. This
will allow for it to
hold more rainwater
before being
treated.
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Brighter Light Display Planned
The holiday season is upon us and that
means many city streets and homes are
decked out with lights. A bright glow is
also illuminating at night from Veterans
Park as part of the annual Fulton
Festival of Lights.

will now encompass the entire field.
Thanks to the help of the Callaway
County Salvation Army in reaching out
to area businesses, churches, non-profit
organizations and families, 60 trees
See Lights · Page 3

Those who find their way to Veterans
Park throughout December will see plenty
of new features to go along with those
seen in past years. The most notable
new feature can be viewed on the park’s
lake. As for details, residents will have
to see it for themselves in person.
Inside Murphy Field, the Field of Joy
has been dramatically expanded as it

Trees being set up last year on Murphy
Field for the Festival of Lights.

Meeting Schedule
Date
12/18
01/15
01/08
01/08
01/22
01/28

Event
City Council Meeting
Historic Preservation
City Council Work Session
City Council Meeting
City Council Meeting
Utility Board

Time
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.

Location
CC
ECR
CC
CC
CC
ECR

Location Key
CC - Council Chambers; ECR - Executive Conference Room

Holiday Schedule
City Hall and Municipal Court will be closed and
solid waste collection schedule is changed.
Monday, December 24

Christmas Eve

Tuesday, December 25

Christmas Day

Solid waste collection will take place on Friday, Dec. 21.
Solid waste collection will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 26.

Tuesday, January 1, 2019
New Year’s Day
Solid waste collection will take on Wednesday, Jan. 2.
Monday, January 21, 2019
MLK Day
Solid waste collection will take on Tuesday, Jan. 22.

Christmas Tree Disposal
Following New Year’s Day, residents seeking to dispose
of their natural trees have two options. Tree can be taken
to the yard waste drop-offs at both fire stations. They can
also be set out at the curb as part of yard waste pickup.
Be sure to remove ornaments and tinsel from the tree.

Gayla Dunn
Community Development Officer
Finance Department
Many of the city’s construction and demolition projects
would not be possible without the help of Community
Development Officer Gayla Dunn.
Serving Fulton since 2001, Dunn is responsible for
finding state and federal grants to help fund vital city
projects. Since starting in her position, Dunn has secured
approximately $23 million in grant money. She also
serves as the City’s representative on the boards of the
Brick District Association and Brick District Playhouse.
Away from work, Gayla enjoys attending her son’s sporting
events and assisting her husband’s auctioneering business.

From the
Mayor’s
Desk
Dear Citizens of Fulton,
The start of the holiday season typically marks the time of year the
City Council votes on the operating budget for next year. Each year,
the Director of Administration summarizes the budget and I have
included that for your viewing.
To the Mayor, City Council, and the citizens of Fulton;
Contained herein is the 2019 operational and capital improvement
budget for the City of Fulton.
This financial plan was developed with input received from
department heads, staff, the Mayor, and City Council. The City will
use this guide throughout the year to track revenues and expenditures. As the budget is ultimately a plan based on past history and
future projections, opportunities and reality may create reason for
slight variations. The City Administration is committed to regularly
reporting to the Council, and to the citizens, where operations exist
in relation to the budget.
As required by the City Charter, the 2019 budget is balanced.
Anticipated revenues are projected to be $40,271,073 with total
expenditures and adjustments of $40,051,167. This amounts to an
overall budget surplus of $219,906. Total capital improvements for
the year are budgeted at $5,869,450: $826,850 in the General Fund
and $5,042,600 in the Enterprise and Internal Service Funds.
Highlights in the capital improvement budget include:
• Utility Departments and Finance-New Accounting
Software ($300,000)
• Electric Department -Underground Utilities
($200,000)
• Wastewater Department -Route O Lift Station
($1,600,000)
• Wastewater Department-Inflow and Infiltration
($300,000)
• Wastewater Department -Clean out holding pond
($550,000)
• Solid Waste Department -Front Loader Truck
($220,000)
As 2018 draws to a close, it is satisfying to reflect on the things
accomplished during the year. Ahead are new challenges and
projects for which the City stands ready to face, all in effort to meet
the needs of the community, and to ensure Fulton remains a vibrant
place to live, work, and visit.
Respectfully submitted,
William R. Johnson, Director of Administration
Meanwhile, I'm very proud and appreciative of the work that has
been accomplished at the Brick District Playhouse. Its volunteers
are currently developing a schedule of events for the remainder of
2018 and 2019. Some really great events are scheduled and you can
watch for them on their Facebook page and website.
Proudly Serving You,

LeRoy D. Benton
Mayor

More Features In Park Display
Lights ∙ From Page 1

are set up. Many them have various
themes based on their organziation or
family.
A trip down Wish Tree Lane will put
you face-to-face with the park‘s
original light display. And near the
Wish Tree’s base is the Wish Box.
Grab a pencil and a paper slip, write
your holiday wish and place it inside
the box. Other themed areas in the
park include Lollipop Lane and Winter
Winterland, which feature a variety of
lighted and non-lighted displays.
A new permanent feature to the park
that debuts during the Festival of
Lights is Lovers’ Lane. Spanning the

bridge that crosses Smith Branch,
fencing has been added where visitors
can place locks onto, similar to a
famous bridge in Paris, France. Heartshaped locks can be purchased at the
Parks and Recreation desk at City Hall
for $5. However, any lock can be
attached to the fence.
The festival of lights will be open for
viewing from dusk until dawn through
New Year’s Day. There is no admission
fee and all roads in the park will
remain open throughout the month.
Such a display is not possible without
community support. Anyone wishing
to donate lights, displays or simply
make a monetary contribution, can
contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at 592-3190.

Fike Award Finalists Named
People might not always say it, but they
appreciate being recognized for
contributions made to improve a city.
One way that appreciation is shown in
Fulton is with the Jane Bierdeman-Fike
Humanitarian Award.
This year’s finalists can be viewed on
the City’s JBF Humanitarian Award
webpage at fultonmo.org/jbf-award.
The award is given annually to a
woman in Fulton or Callaway County
who shows a commitment to social
justice, environmental justice,
economic equality, community building,
education or embracing diversity.
The annual award luncheon will be
held on Friday, Dec. 14. It will begin

at noon inside the Council Chambers at
City Hall. Previous winners of the JBF
Award include Nancy McCue (2013),
Jerrie Bell (2015), Suzanne Guerrant
(2016) and Nancy Hanson (2017).

Mayor LeRoy Benton and Callaway
County Presiding Commissioner
Gary Jungermann pose with Nancy
Hanson, last year’s award winner.

2019
Solid Waste Department
Holiday and Special Event
Schedule
SPECIAL EVENT

START DATE

END DATE

HHW/E-Waste Drop-off

(2nd and 4th Saturday of each month)

Saturday, April 13

Saturday, Oct. 26

Clean Sweep Saturday

Saturday, April 13

Call 573-592-3190 or
go to fultonmo.org to
register.

Spring Cleanup

Monday, April 15

Friday, April 19

Fall Cleanup

Monday, Oct. 21

Friday, Oct. 25

NOTE - Yard waste can be disposed in the drop-off containers located
at the Tennyson Road and Westminster Avenue fire stations anytime.
Contact the Solid Waste Department at 592-3176 with any questions.

Event Calendar
Feb.
7

Event
Digital Photography Class

Registration Deadline: Feb. 1

Candidates Sought
for Elected Offices
If residents are looking for a way to better
serve their community, perhaps becoming
an elected official is the right path to take.
The City will be seeking candidates for one
councilman from each of its four wards,
along with mayor and prosecuting attorney.
Councilmembers and prosecuting attorney
terms are two years while the mayor’s term
is four years. In order to serve on the city
council, candidates must be a registered
voter, at least 21 years old, have been a
Fulton resident for one year before
nomination and receive 25 signatures from
registered voters in their ward. Mayoral
candidates must be a registered voter, at
least 30 years old, have been a Fulton
resident for the two years before the
election and must receive 100 signatures
from registered city voters. Additionally,
prosecuting attorney candidates must be a
licensed attorney in Missouri.
Candidate packets are now available. Filing
opens on Dec. 11 and ends Jan. 11. For
additional information, please contact City
Clerk Courtney Crowson at 592-3111 or stop
by her office during regular business hours.

HOLIDAY

DATE
OBSERVED

SOLID WASTE
COLLECTION DAY

New Year’s Day

Tuesday, Jan. 1

Wednesday, Jan. 2

MLK Day

Monday, Jan. 21

Tuesday, Jan. 22

Presidents’ Day

Monday, Feb. 18

Tuesday, Feb. 19

Memorial Day

Monday, May 27

Tuesday, May 28

Independence Day

Thursday, July 4

Wednesday, July 3

Friday, July 5

Monday, July 8

Labor Day

Monday, Sept. 2

Tuesday, Sept. 3

Veterans Day

Monday, Nov. 11

Tuesday, Nov. 12

Thanksgiving

Thursday, Nov. 28

Wednesday, Nov. 27

Friday, Nov. 29

Monday, Dec. 2

Christmas

Wednesday, Dec. 25 Thursday, Dec. 26

Much Progress Made Rainbow Trout Biting
on City Road Projects In Veterans Park
Anyone who has driven Market Street, St. Louis Avenue or
Bluff Street has surely noticed an improved experience now
that the road has been repaved. The four-month long project,
however, is not entirely finished. Among items that need to be
completed are backfilling some areas between the sidewalk
and road, as well as removal of the above-ground utility poles.
Meanwhile, work is also progressing along Fourth Street,
between Nichols Street and Westminster Avenue. Contractors
are busy pouring wider sidewalks on both sides of the street.
This project is expected to be completed by mid-January, with
the exception of repaving the roadway. That is due to asphalt
being unavailable during winter months.

Vehicles drive on the new asphalt pavement on Bluff Street.
Also included in improvements are new curb and gutter.

Fulton City Council

18 East 4th Street, Fulton, MO 65251 (573) 592-3111

Ward 1

Ward 3

Wayne

Richard

Since 2009
wchailla@swbell.net

Since 2010
fvaughn@socket.net

Chailland

Vaughn

Ballard

John

Since 2018
bbsmms52@gmail.com

Since 2018

Simmons

Braun
johnarlobraun@gmail.com

Ward 2

Ward 4

Mary

Steve

Since 2010

Since 1984

Rehklau
retailim123@sbcglobal.net

Moore
SLMmoore59@gmail.com

Jeff

Rick

Since 2017
jeff_home@charter.net

Since 2011
rasty40@hotmail.com

Stone

Shiverdecker

If you enjoy fishing, be sure to get out to Veterans Parks in the
coming months. Nearly 1,000 rainbow trout have been
stocked in the park’s lake thanks to a partnership with the
Missouri Department of Conservation.
From now until February 1, fishing in the lake is restricted to
only catch and release. On February 1, anglers will be allowed
to keep a maximum of four fish per day.
Anyone ages 16 to 64 wishing to fish in Veterans Park must
have a valid Missouri fishing permit if they want to keep fish
beginning on February 1. Check the MDC website at
mdc.mo.gov for details on permit costs.

A Fulton resident catches a rainbow trout at the lake in
Veterans Park during an early November outing.

