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Use Tax Proposal Placed On April Ballot
It’s hard to believe, but April and warmer weather will be
here before long. And on Tuesday, April 3, there will be a
few local issues voters will decide at the ballot box. Besides
electing city council members to new terms, a use tax
proposal will also be on the ballot.
If passed, the use tax would apply to purchases made
outside of the state where sales tax was not paid at the
point of sale. This will typically apply to purchases made on
the internet. The use tax only needs to be paid if more than
$2,000 worth of eligible items were purchased in one year.
And it will be equal to the City’s sales tax rate, which is 2.5
percent. Online purchases that charge sales tax are not
subject to a use tax.

2016. If the sales tax rate ever increases or decreases, the
use tax will be affected at the same rate. Other cities in midMissouri that have a local use tax include Holts Summit,
Boonville, Fayette and Moberly.
The City currently receives approximately $2.2 million in
sales tax revenue each year, which accounts for more than
one-fifth of the City’s general operating fund.

Online shopping, where sales tax often is not collected,
continues to increase nationwide. This can lessen the
amount of tax revenue cities, such as Fulton, receive each
year. According to the United States Census Bureau, the
quarterly e-commerce retail sales have more than tripled
since 2007, from $36.2 billion in the fourth quarter of 2007 to
$115.2 billion in the third quarter of 2017.
A state use tax already exists at a rate of four percent. And
Callaway County voters approved a one percent use tax in

Major Roadwork Projects Planned for 2018
Soon some of the largest road projects in the history of Fulton
will all be underway. The impact of the work will mostly be
seen at three of the major entryways into town.

As part of a separate MoDOT road project, motorists are now
unable to use North Business 54 to access eastbound Highway
54 or exit from westbound Highway 54 onto southbound
Business 54. MoDOT is replacing the eastbound Highway 54
In the next few weeks, City crews will start tearing up the east bridge that crosses Richland Creek, which will be completed
side of Bluff Street, beginning near St. Louis Avenue. This is by late May.
necessary in order to relocate utility lines from overhead poles
to underground. This work will take place on Bluff Street
north to 13th Street. Once the utilities are moved below
ground, the unsightly wooden poles will be taken out.
At the same time, improvements to Fourth Street, between
Nichols Street and Westminster Avenue, will continue. New
sidewalks, curb and gutter are to be poured on both sides of
the street. Work on the entire project will not be completed
until fall.
The Missouri Department of Transportation is also involved in
the roadway improvements. They will be repaving the
stretches of Business 54 that they maintain on both the north
The web of old utility lines and poles will soon be removed on
and south ends of Fulton. MoDOT will also replace and
Bluff Street, between St. Louis Avenue and 13th Street.
update sections of sidewalk, including accessible ramps.
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into 2018 as the project is completed. The Playhouse is sure to
be one of the premier entertainment venues in the city of Fulton for
years to come.

Dear Citizens of Fulton,
This month I asked Bruce Hackmann of the Callaway Chamber of
Commerce to provide some economic development highlights
they achieved in 2017. I hope you enjoy learning about some of
the activities the Chamber performs on behalf of the City of
Fulton. Here is his report.
“The Chamber fills the role of advocate, advisor and mentor for
individuals looking to start or expand a business. In many cases
this has involved identifying an available space or land site in the
inventory database I maintain and keep updated throughout the
year. With the help of the City’s public information officer, we
compiled photos and information about these available properties
in a marketing brochure in 2017 which is provided regularly to
business prospects.
In addition, on behalf of the City of Fulton, the Chamber continues
to monitor and administer the Economic Development Retail
Electric Utility Refund Program that we wrote for the City in 2016
and revised in 2017. Almost a dozen new commercial businesses
have taken advantage of this program to occupy previously vacant
spaces in the city since its inception – most notably Unkammen
Gifts which created 20 jobs in the Brick District earlier this year
and is now the No. 1 selling business of handmade products in the
U.S. on the popular Etsy online site. The utility refunds for
businesses range from 25 to 40 percent on electric bills during a
period of 6 to 12 months, thereby providing early-on financial relief
for many start-up businesses.
The Chamber takes a very active role in the initiatives of the Brick
District, including supporting the successful application for additional
50 percent tax credits through the Missouri Development Finance
Board to help complete the ongoing renovation of the auditorium
in the new Brick District Playhouse. Almost $100,000 was raised
in the latest fundraising in December 2017, and will continue well

City News Briefs
- Clean Sweep Saturday is scheduled for April 21. Individuals
and groups seeking to participate must register by Monday, April 2
in order to receive a complimentary T-shirt. Contact the Parks
and Recreation Department at 573-592-3190 or register online at
fultonmo.org/css-signup. There is no cost to participate and lunch
will be served at the Memorial Park shelter following the cleanup.
- Beginning February 1, anglers fishing at the lake in Veterans
Park can keep the rainbow trout in it. However, only four fish
can be kept per day. Also, a special trout permit is required to
keep any fish that are caught. For more information, go to the
Missouri Department of Conservation website at mdc.mo.gov.
- Residents know that utility bills are due on the fifteenth day of
the month. However, sometimes that day falls on a weekend or
holiday. When such a scenario occurs, utility bills are then due
the following business day. The next time the fifteenth falls on a
weekend is in April. That means residents will have until the end
of the business day on Monday, April 16 to pay their bill. Also, any
payments mailed with an April 16 postmark will be considered
on-time. The same applies for bills placed in the City’s drop
boxes located on Court Street and on the south side of City Hall.

In 2017, the Chamber coordinated meetings with local employers
about workforce development and organized events such as
National Manufacturing Day, and FAM Tours for guidance
counselors and other educators. The Chamber commissioned the
production of a professional video about manufacturing jobs in
Callaway County that is being disseminated to the various high
schools in the county.
The highlight of our workforce development efforts in 2017 was
the designation of Callaway County as a Certified Work Ready
Community, an initiative that helps communities validate the skills
and knowledge of their emerging, transitioning and current
workforce to the employers in the community. Out of 114 counties
statewide, Callaway County was the 41st to earn this distinction.
The Chamber continues to field inquiries and applications for the
USDA revolving loan fund administered by the Chamber’s nonprofit arm. Three businesses submitted applications in the past
year with two, Serenity Valley Winery and The Sunroom, being
funded to bring the total loans under the Chamber’s auspices to
more than $320,000. Several more applications are pending and
could be funded in 2018.”
I appreciate the Chamber’s efforts on behalf of the City and look
forward to another successful year in 2018. I hope you have
found this article to be informative. If you have any suggestions or
questions, please contact me
at mayor@fultonmo.org.
Proudly Serving You,

LeRoy D. Benton
Mayor

City Council, Boards and Commissions
Meeting Schedule
DATE
2/13
2/13
2/20
2/26
2/27
3/13
3/13
3/20
3/26
3/27

EVENT
City Council Work Session
City Council Meeting
Historic Preservation
Utility Board
City Council Meeting
City Council Work Session
City Council Meeting
Historic Preservation
Utility Board
City Council Meeting

TIME
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

LOCATION______________
Council Chambers
Council Chambers
Executive Conference Room
Executive Conference Room
Council Chambers
Council Chambers
Council Chambers
Executive Conference Room
Executive Conference Room
Council Chambers

Updated meeting schedules can be found at
www.fultonmo.org/calendar

City Offices Holiday Schedule
(City offices are closed and no solid waste collection)

City Hall

Monday, February 19 (Presidents’ Day)

Municipal Court

Monday, February 19 (Presidents’ Day)

Solid Waste

Monday, February 19 (Presidents’ Day)

www.fultonmo.org

- pick-up will take place on Tuesday, February 20

Event Calendar
Event

Register By

Start/Event Date

February 1

February 6

Beginning Cake Decorating Class

March 1

March 8

Youth Kickball

March 2

March 20

Digital Photography

If you have additional questions about Fulton Parks and Recreation activities, call 592-3190.

New Sewer Line
for Jefferson St.
The roadway in the area of Jefferson and
Fourth streets might be somewhat rough now.
But it is a small price to pay for a new sewer
line.
Work has already begun replacing the sanitary
sewer on Jefferson Street, between Second
and Fourth streets. In the coming weeks, work
will advance on Jefferson, from Fourth to just
past Seventh Street. Construction will also
occur on Fourth, Fifth and Seventh streets, for
approximately 200 feet east of Jefferson.
The sewer replacement project is scheduled to
be completed by late April. Patching of the
street will then take place later in 2018.

Visible House
Numbers Help
In Emergencies
A resident’s home address is something that
can easily be taken for granted. After all, you
know where you live. But when there is an
emergency, such as a fire or medical issue,
making sure your home can be found in a
timely manner is crucial.

Richard Elsenrath’s vast knowledge and
experience has long been a valuable asset
to the City of Fulton.
He began working for the City in 1985 as an
engineering technician and continues in the
same role today. Richard handles a variety
of tasks such as assigning addresses to
new properties, surveying, right of way
acquisition and designs for City projects.
The best part of his job is helping citizens
and seeing new projects being completed.

Richard Elsenrath
Technician
Engineering

Richard is an avid Mizzou sports fan and
owns a farm in southern Callaway County.
He spends much of his time maintaining the
farm and caring for the many farm animals
his family owns.
www.fultonmo.org

All homes should have legible numbers placed
in a position that they can easily be seen from
the street. This can include having the numbers
on the front of the house, on a mailbox or curb
face. All address numbers should be at least
four inches tall and of a contrasting color to
the background.
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Innovative Approach to Second Glass Recycling
Improve Water Drainage Container Ready For Use
Stormwater runoff has been a problem on the Jefferson Street
parking lot for some time. But now an innovative solution has
been developed to improve drainage in the area.

Glass recycling in Fulton has proven to be very successful in a
short time. So much that the City now has a second container
for citizens to use.

Concrete pavers will be installed along a channel in the parking
lot. These pervious pavers will allow water to seep through and
enter an underground stormwater pipe. Included in the design is
an enclosed detention container, which will temporarily hold water
before entering the City’s stormwater system. This innovative
approach prevents pushing the problem to downstream neighbors.

Thanks to the generosity of Roger Moser, the new glass
recycling container is located on the parking lot of the old
Moser’s grocery store at 1401 N. Bluff St. It is available for use
24 hours a day. The glass collected will be picked up by the
City’s partner, Ripple Glass, and used in fiberglass insulation
and to make new glass bottles.

Work on the new drainage system will get underway once
warmer weather permits construction.

Since the original container was installed at the Fulton Police
Department last April, it has been emptied five times.

Pervious pavers such as the one above will be used to improve
stormwater drainage on the Jefferson Street parking lot.

Solid Waste Manager J.C. Miller helps guide the new glass
recycling container into place at the old Moser’s parking lot.
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